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Establishing the Direction of Social Justice Education
in Geography Subject and Development of Class Programs
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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to establish the direction of social justice education in the Department of
Geography, design and implement a class program based on this, and analyze the process to reveal the implications
of social justice education in the Department of Geography. To this end, the meaning of social justice education,
which is being approached in various ways, was reconceptualized, and the direction of social justice education to
be pursued in the Department of Geography was set by analyzing and synthesizing the survey results for geography
teachers. In addition, by designing a class program reflecting this analysis of direction and learner needs, and
analyzing the results after applying the program, the value of social justice education in geography was discussed.
As a result of analyzing teacher perceptions of social justice education, most teachers were interested in social
justice education, and it was said that it is very important to practice social justice education in geography subjects
because social injustice and inequality are deeply related to geographic phenomena. Also, as a result of the
program’s implementation, students became more aware of social justice and understood that it was closely related

to cultural recognition as well as economic differences. In addition, it was found that this program contributed to
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understanding that social justice was closely related to the geography subject by interpreting the problem of

inequality experienced by social minorities from a ‘space perspective’. In the future, it is necessary to develop

various follow-up programs so that social justice education centered on geography can be practiced not only in class

but also in everyday life.

Key words: social justice, social justice education, action research, geography of the world
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