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Why Korean Middle School Textbooks marginalize Southeast Asia?

= Critical Reflections on Euro-centric National Curriculum of Social Studies
Controlled by Korean Government =
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Abstract: ASEAN (Associations of Southeast Asian Nations) has emerged recently as one of the most important
economic partners of Korea with a sharp increase of personal and cultural exchanges between Korea and Southeast
Asia. The NSP (New Southern Policy), the signature foreign policy initiative launched by Korean President Moon
Jae-in, has been supposed to open a new chapter in relations with ASEAN since 2017. However many Koreans still
seem to neglect Southeast Asia and expose prejudice on Southeast Asians. Analysis of contents and changing status
of Southeast Asia in the Social Studies Education has been made focusing on the National Curriculum and Middle
School Textbooks in Korea since 1946. The findings suggest Korean Middle School textbooks published between
1946 and 1st National Curriculum showed the highest percentage of Southeast Asian contents and detailed

description of each nations with balanced approaches of human and physical geography. However, Southeast Asia
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has been marginalized under the euro-centric National curriculum and integrated Social Studies eduction controlled

by the Korean Government. The percentage of Southeast Asia in the middle school textbooks has been diminished

since the 1st National Curriculum, while stereotypes on Southeast Asia has become stronger. Boutique

multiculturalism seems to make the bad situation worse under the new meta-geographical framework introduced in

the 2007 revision National Curriculum. Extensive innovation of the National Curriculum should be made

immediately to correct deeply-rooted prejudices on Southeast Asia in the Korean society and even educational world.

Key words: Social Studies National Curriculum, Euro-centrism, Southeast Asia, Middle School Textbooks,

Meta-geographical framework
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